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DURSLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Council  Offices, 

Kingshill, 

Dursley, 

Gloucestershire. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 
HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  31st  DECEMBER  1948 

Mr.  Chairman , Sir , Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  herewith  my  Annual  Report 
for  the  Year  ending  31st  Desember,  1948. 

The  Report  is  based  in  accordance  with  the  requirements 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  3/49,  dated  17th  January, 
1949,  and  statistics  are  calculated  from  returns  made  by  the 
Registrar-General. 

The  Report  has  been  divided  into  two  Parts.  The  first  part 
deals  with  Vital  Statistics  and  General  Medical  Information  and 
the  second  part  deals  with  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Officers 
referring  particularly  to  Drainage  and  Sewage  and  Water 
Supplies.  I hope  this  will  enable  members  to  refer  readily  to 
any  points  in  which  they  are  particularly  interested. 

I wish  to  express  my  great  appreciation  of  the  support  and 
encouragement  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  both  on  taking 
up  my  duties  and  in  carrying  them  out.  Also  I wish  to  thank 
the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  the  other  members  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  for  their  support  and  loyalty  during 
my  first  full  year  of  office  in  this  District. 

In  conclusion  it  may  be  stated  that  the  general  health  of 
the  community  in  the  Dursley  Rural  District  has  been  satisfactory 
during  the  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  Douglas  Cooper, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 

The  Dursley  Rural  District  Council. 
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Part  I. 

GENERAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

OF  HEALTH. 

1.  — Social  Conditions. 

No  important  change  has  taken  place  in  the  nature  of  the 
chief  trades  carried  out  in  the  District.  These  are  : — 

(1)  Agriculture  and  Allied  Trades. 

(2)  Braid  and  Loom  Elastic  and  Smallwares. 

(3)  Flour  Mill. 

(4)  Baking. 

(5)  General  Engineering. 

(6)  Electrical  Engineering. 

(7)  Carpet  Manufacturing. 

(8)  Cloth  Manufacturing. 

(9)  Paper  pulping  Mills. 

(10)  Fibre  Box  Manufacturers. 

(11)  Wood  Turneries. 

2.  — Statistics,  1948. 

(a)  General  Statistics. 

Area  of  District 
Population 

Number  of  inhabited  properties 
Number  of  inhabitants  per  property 
Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate  ... 

Number  of  Council  Houses 
Number  of  Requisitioned  Houses 
Percentage  of  Council  Houses 

Inhabited  Properties. 

Houses 
Farms 

Houses  and  Shops 
Public  Houses 

Total 


26,905  acres 
16,610 
5,299 
3.135 
£65,974 
£259 
924 
26 
17.43 

4,898 

168 

183 

50 


5,299 


Percentage  of  population  served  by  Main  water  ... 
Percentage  of  population  served  by  modern  sewers  ... 

Varying  Populations  of  Dursley  Rural  District. 

Year  Population 

1901  ...  ...  ...  11636 

1911  ...  ...  ...  12,233 

1921  ...  ...  ...  12,560 

1931  ...  ...  ...  13,217 


98% 

66% 
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Year 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1946 

1947 

1948 


Population 

14,400 

14,600 

16,122 

16,220 

16,290 

16.610 


From  these  figures  it  can  be  seen  that  the  population  of 
the  District  still  continues  to  increase. 

(b)  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 

Live  Births : Total  M.  F. 

Legitimate  ...  ...  289  146  143 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  12  9 3 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population  mid  1948  ...  18.1 

Birth  Rate,  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  17.9 

Still  Births  : Total  M.  F. 

Legitimate  ...  ...  7 4 3 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  0 0 0 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (Live  and  still  births)  ...  22.7 

Deaths : Total  M.  F. 

1 59  75  84 

Death  Rate,  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  10.8 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  average  population  9.3 
Average  age  of  Male  deaths  during  the  year  ...  61.9 
Average  age  of  Female  deaths  during  the  year  ...  65.1 
Average  age  of  all  deaths  during  the  year  ...  63.5 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  Childbirth. 
From  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

From  other  causes  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still  births)  ...  Nil 

Death  of  Infants  under  one  year. 

T otal 

Legitimate  ...  ...  6 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  Nil 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age. 

All  infants  per  1.000  live  births 
Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ... 
Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ... 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

The  most  common  causes  of  death  in  this  District  are , in  order  : 

(1)  Heart  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

(2)  Intra-Cranial  Vascular  Lesions  ...  ...  29 

(3)  Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 


M. 

2 

Nil 


F. 

4 

Nil 

19.6 

34.0 

20.1 
Nil 
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(4)  Coronary  Thrombosis 

(5)  Tuberculosis 

(6)  Violent  Causes 

(7)  Pneumonia 

(8)  Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

Average  age  of  patients  who  died  of  Coronary 
Thrombosis 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population 
Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population 


12 

9 

6 

6 

1 

67.0 

18.1 
9.3 


Causes  of  Deaths,  1948 


CAUSES  OF  DEATHS 
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1. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

1 

2. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

2 

1 

1 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

4. 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

4 

5. 

Diphtheria 

5 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ... 

6 

2 

2 

3 

1 

8 

7. 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis... 

7 

1 

1 

8. 

Syphilitic  Disease  ... 

8 

1 

1 

9. 

Influenza  ... 

9 

1 

1 

10. 

Measles 

10 

11. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis 

11 

12. 

Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis 

12 

— 

13. 

M. — Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and  oeso- 

phagus  (males  only) 

13 

1 

1 

13. 

F. — Cancer  of  uterus 

13 

1 

2 

3 

14. 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

14 

1 

1 

2 

15. 

Cancer  of  Breast 

15 

1 

1 

2 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

16 

6 

6 

12 

17. 

Diabetes  ... 

17 

1 

1 

2 

18. 

Intra-cranial  Vascular  Lesions 

18 

2 

5 

5 

17 

29 

19. 

Heart  Disease 

19 

2 

6 

16 

24 

48 

20. 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System 

20 

1 

1 

2 

21. 

Bronchitis... 

21 

22. 

Pneumonia 

22 

1 

1 

2 

2 

6 

23. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ... 

23 

3 

3 

24. 

Ulceration  of  the  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

24 

2 

2 

25. 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 

25 

26. 

Appendicitis 

26 

27. 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

27 

1 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  ... 

28 

1 

1 

29. 

Puerperal  and  Post-Abortive  Sepsis 

29 

30. 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

30 

31. 

Premature  Birth 

31 

1 

1 

32. 

Congenital  Malformations,  Birth  In- 

jury,  Infantile  Disability... 

32 

5 

5 

33. 

Suicide 

33 

1 

1 

34. 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

34 

1 

2 

3 

35. 

Other  Violent  Causes 

35 

1 

1 

4 

6 

36. 

All  other  Causes 

36 

1 

2 

2 

7 

12 
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Causes  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 Year 


Sex 

Age 

Cause  of  Death 

F 

1 day 

Intracranial  Haemorrhage  and  Prematurity 

F 

24  days 

Meningitis  and  Spina  Bifida 

M 

12  hours 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  and  Prematurity 

F 

3 days 

Prematurity 

M 

9 hours 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

F 

6 weeks 

Acute  Hypostatic  Leukaemia 

Cancer  Deaths. 


Cancer  of  Pancreas 
Cancer  of  Lung 
Cancer  of  Liver 
Cancer  of  Ovary 
Cancer  of  LTerus 
Cancer  of  Mediastinum 
Cancer  of  Rectum 
Cancer  of  Lip 
Cancer  of  Stomach 
Cancer  of  Breast 
Cancer  of  Tongue 
Cancer  of  Colon 

Totals 


Total 
1 
3 

2 2 4 

1 - 1 

2-2 
1 - 1 

2 2 

1 1 

1 1 

2-2 

1 1 

1 - 1 

10  10  20 


Below  is  given  the  various  types  of  Cancer  that  occureed  : 
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Over 
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year 

O 00 

r-H 

Under 
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DISEASE 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Puer.  Pyrexia 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Dysentry 

Opthalmia  N. 

Anterior  Polio 

Malaria 

Whooping  C. 

Measles 

Cereb.  Sp.  M. 

Typhoid 

Undulant  Fev. 

9 


Undulant  Fev. 


Tuberculosis 


Average  age  of  death  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year — 
36.5  years 


3. — Staff. 

Mr.  Williams  (the  Sanitary  Inspector)  resigned  his  office 
on  30th  September,  1948,  owing  to  ill  health.  At  this  time  it 
was  thought  advisable  to  re-organise  the  whole  department.  New 
offices  to  house  this  new  department  were  made  available  by  the 
Council.  Mr.  H.  J.  Dimery  remained  as  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  Mr.  T.  B.  Chaffe  was  appointed  in  December,  1948,  as 
Deputy  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  C.  W.  R.  Fisher,  who  had 
trained  as  a Sanitary  Inspector  with  this  Authority,  was 
appointed  as  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  shortly  after  he 
qualified.  This  additional  appointment  was  made  by  the  Council 
because  of  the  very  large  increase  in  work. 

4.  — Infectious  and  Contagious  Diseases. 

(i)  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 

(a)  Poliomyelitis. — Although  this  disease  was  prevalent  all 
over  the  country  -during  1948,  there  were  no  cases  diagnosed  in 
this  District. 

(b)  Diphtheria. — During  the  year  there  were  no  notifiable 
cases  of  this  disease.  I have  not  been  able  to  verify  my  state- 
ment but  I feel  certain  that  this  is  the  first  occasion  that  a report 
on  Infectious  Disease  has  been  written  without  reference  to 
cases  of  Diphtheria.  This  speaks  well  for  the  Immunisation 
schemes  in  the  District. 


io 


(c)  Dysentery. — One  case  of  Dysentery  occurred  early  in 
January  and  the  patient  was  admitted  to  Over  Isolation  Hospital 
and  died  later  in  the  Gloucester  Infirmary  from  complications. 

(d)  Scarlet  Fever. — This  disease  was  prevalent  in  endemic 
form  during  the  year  all  over  the  District.  The  form  it  took 
was  very  mild  and  there  were  no  complications.  One  case  was 
admitted  to  Over  Isolation  Hospital  because  of  domestic 
difficulties  in  nursing  the  child  at  home. 

(e)  Measles. — The  1947  epidemic  of  Measles  continued  in 
the  early  months  of  the  year  but  gradually  faded  out  in  the  early 
summer. 

(f)  Whooping  Cough. — The  number  of  notifications  of  this 
disease  increased  during  the  year  but  it  was  much  more  prevalent 
all  over  the  Country. 

(ii)  Non-Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 

Undulant  Fever. — A case  of  this  disease  was  reported  to  the 
Authority  during  the  year.  Investigations  were  made  by  the 
County  Veterinary  Department  of  the  suspected  herd  and  milk 
samples  were  taken  but  all  investigations  proved  to  be  negative. 

5. — Tuberculosis. 

There  were  23  new  cases  notified  during  the  year  as  com- 
pared with  16  in  1947.  This  increase  might  be  accounted  for 
partially  by  the  better  methods  of  diagnosis  now  being  used  and 
partially  by  the  still  difficult  housing  situation  in  this  District. 
The  number  of  cases  remaining  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of 
the  year  is  168  Pulmonary  Cases  and  56  Non-Pulmonary  Cases 
as  compared  with  159  cases  of  Pulmonary  and  56  cases  of 
Non-Pulmonary  in  1947. 

During  the  year  a scheme  for  the  investigations  of  the  hous- 
ing conditions  of  these  cases  was  introduced. 

6.i — Cancer. 

The  incidence  of  deaths  from  Cancer  during  the  year  was 
20  as  compared  with  29  in  1947. 

The  average  age  of  Female  Cancer  Deaths  was  64.1  years. 

The  average  age  of  Male  Cancer  Deaths  was  63.5  years. 

Making  the  average  age  of  all  Cancer  Deaths  during  1948 — 
63.8  years. 

7. — Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

This  scheme  has  continued  to  progress,  thanks  to  the 
co-operation  of  the  General  Practitioners,  District  Nurses,  Health 
Visitors  and  School  Teachers,  not  to  speak  of  the  parents. 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation — 75.9% 


8. — Laboratory  Services. 

(a)  Examinations  of  sputa,  swabs  and  blood  are  carried  out 
by  the  Laboratory  at  Gloucester  Royal  Infirmary  through  an 
arrangement  with  the  County  Council. 

(b)  Bacteriological  and  Chemical  Examinations  of  water  are 
carried  out  for  the  Council  by  Mr.  Rowland  Ellis,  the  Public 
Analyst  at  Gloucester. 

(c)  Chemical  and  Biological  examinations  of  milk  are 
carried  out  for  the  Council  by  the  Department  of  Bacteriology 
and  Pathology  at  Gloucester  Royal  Infirmary. 


9. — Hospital  Accommodation. 

(a)  General. 

Bristol  Royal  Infirmary. 

Bristol  Children’s  Hospital. 

Gloucester  Royal  Infirmary. 

Gloucester  City  General  Hospital. 

Southmead  Hospital,  Bristol. 

Berkeley  and  District  General  Hospital. 

(b)  Maternity. 

Berkeley  Hospital. 

Southmead  Hospital,  Bristol. 

Tetbury  Cottage  Hospital. 

Gloucester  Royal  Infirmary. 

(c)  Infectious  Disease. 

Ham  Green  Isolation  Hospital,  Bristol. 

Over  Isolation  Hospital,  Gloucester. 

(d)  Sanatorium. 

Standish  House  Sanatorium,  Stonehouse. 

(e)  Mental. 

Barnwood  Mental  Hospital,  Gloucester. 

With  the  increasing  population  of  the  Dursley  Rural  District, 
there  is  an  urgent  need  for  the  erection  of  a General  Hospital 
and  Maternity  Block  in  the  Rural  District.  Dursley  and  Wotton- 
under-Edge  are  situated  in  the  foothills  of  the  Cotswolds  about 


T3 


20  miles  from  the  Bristol  Group  of  Hospitals,  and  14-18  miles 
from  the  Gloucester  Group,  and  with  a population  of  over  16,000 
in  an  urbanised  type  of  area  the  demand  seems  obvious. 

10. — Mortuary  Accommodation. 

The  Council  owns  its  own  Mortuary  and  post-mortem  room. 
This  is  situated  at  Wotton-under-Edge  and  serves  the  whole 
District.  During  the  year  the  Mortuary  was  inspected  on  various 
occasions  and  recommendations  for  the  improvement  of  the 
efficent  running  of  the  Mortuary  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Committee.  These  were  approved  by  the  Committee  and 
during  the  latter  portion  of  the  year  a number  of  the  proposals 
were  carried  out.  These  proposals  included  re-decorating  the 
premises,  improvement  in  the  hot  water  system,  provision  of  an 
incinerator,  supply  of  extra  equipment,  the  making  of  Bye-laws 
and  improvement  in  the  general  administration  of  the  Mortuary- 


11.  — Factories  Act. 

The  work  necessary  under  the  Factories  Act,  Shops  Act  and 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  regarding  the  inspection  of  Food  premises 
has  not  been  carried  out  as  thoroughly  as  this  Department  would 
have  desired  and  there  has  not  been  enough  supervision  of  these 
premises  owing  to  lack  of  staff  and  time.  In  fact  only  recently 
has  the  Deputy  Sanitary  Inspector  had  time  to  revise  the 
Register.  It  is  hoped  in  future  years  that  more  will  be  done 
in  this  important  side  of  Public  Health  work. 

12.  — Ambulance  Services. 

Since  July  5th,  1948,  the  Ambulance  Service  in  the  Area 
has  been  taken  over  by  the  Gloucestershire  County  Council, 
County  Ambulance  Service.  This  centralisation  of  the 
Ambulance  Services  means  that  there  is  now  one  control  centre 
for  the  Dursley  Rural  District.  This  is  situated  at  Stroud  and 
there  are  two  sub-stations,  one  at  Dursley  and  the  other  at 
Wotton-under-Edge.  Difficulties  or  complaints  are  dealt  with 
by  the  County  Ambulance  Officer  at  Langham  House,  18 
Berkeley  Street,  Gloucester.  The  service  has  run  very  smoothly 
in  this  area  but  there  is  need  for  a much  better  sub-station  in 
the  Dursley  District  than  the  present  hut  in  the  Council  Yard. 

There  are  cases  in  the  Dursley  District,  where  an  ambulance 
is  not  required,  but  where  patients,  for  health  reasons,  are  unable 
to  travel  to  clinics  or  hospitals  by  public  transport.  To  meet 
these  demands  the  Hospital  Car  Service  is  available  and  cars  may 
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be  booked  by  the  same  method  as  for  ambulances.  The  hospital 
car  service  is  not  an  emergency  service  and  does  not  operate 
at  night,  and  at  least  48  hours’  notice  should  be  given  of  require- 
ments. Where  sufficient  time  allows,  written  application  may  be 
made,  but  telephone  requests  will  be  accepted. 

13. — Divisional  Administration. 

Considerable  discussion  took  place  during  the  year  between 
the  County  Council,  District  Councils,  and  the  Ministry  concern- 
ing the  proposed  Divisional  Administration  for  purposes  of 
carrying  out  the  duties  under  Part  III  of  the  National  Health 
Services  Act,  1946.  A number  of  very  important  points  were 
raised  by  the  District  Councils  both  by  letter  and  at  representative 
meetings,  and  after  these  had  been  smoothed  out,  the  District 
Councils  decided  to  co-operate  and  the  District  Medical  Officers 
in  the  County  were  appointed  Divisional  Medical  Officers  for 
purposes  of  carrying  out  Part  III.  The  County  is  divided  up 
into  areas  for  purposes  of  administration  and  each  area  has  a 
Medical  Officer. 

The  area  concerning  this  Council  is  called  the  Central  Area 
of  Gloucestershire  and  the  administrative  centre  is  at  The 
Divisional  Health  Office,  High  Street,  Berkeley. 

An  area  Sub-Committee  meets  when  necessary  to  make 
recommendations  and  get  reports  on  the  progress  of  the  scheme. 
The  Area  Sub-Committee  consists  of  four  members  from  the 
Thornbury  District  Council,  four  members  from  Dursley  Rural 
District  Council,  and  four  members  appointed  by  the  County 
Council.  This  Committee  have  the  power  to  co-opt  five 
more  members  (if  necessary)  who  are  not  members  of  either 
District  Council  or  County  Council. 

All  resolutions  and  recommendations  of  the  Area  Sub-Com- 
mittee must  go  before  the  Public  Health  Committee  of  the  County 
Council  before  any  major  action  can  be  taken. 

The  duties  of  the  Area  Sub-Committee  under  decentralised 
administration  are  as  follows  : — 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

Health  Visiting  Cards. 

Area  distribution  (see  also  Vaccination  and  Immun- 
isation) to  Health  Visitors — redistribution  in  area — 
return  to  Central  Office — note  defects  and  refer  for 
appropriate  treatment — provide  cards  for  “ found  ” 
children. 
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Ante-Post  Natal  and  Birth  Control  Clinics. 
Maintenance  and  operation. 


Child  Welfare  Centres. 

Day  to  day  operation — arrangements  for  general  work- 
ing and  for  doctors  and  nurses  and  maintenance. 

New  Centres  to  be  approved  by  Local  Health  Authority. 


Premature  Infants. 


Provision  of  “ Premcots  ” — arrangement 
to  hospital — records  and  returns. 


for  admission 


Day  Nurseries. 

Complete  operation  of  these — advertise  for  and  engage 
staff  subject  to  approval  of  Local  Health  Authority — 
maintenance  — supplies  — admissions  — assessment  of 
“ Charges  ” — arrange  medical  and  dental  inspection  and 
refer  for  appropriate  treatment — certify  accounts  for 
payment.  Staff  returns. 

Domestic  Help. 

Recruit  and  engage  Home  Helps  (immobile  and  part- 
time)  in  consultation  with  County  Organiser  subject  to 
approval  of  Local  Health  Authority — assess  charges — 
arrange  bookings — prepare  weekly  time  sheets — supply 

uniform. 


Deaths  of  Infants  1-5  years. 
Investigate  deaths. 


Dental. 

Arrange  dental  treatment  of  Expectant  and  Nursing 
Mothers  and  provision  of  dentures  through  patients  own 
practitioner — maintain  records — certify  accounts  for 
payment. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  and  Ophthalmia  Neonatorium. 

Arrange  hospital  admissions — second  opinions. 

Maternity  Outfits. 

Supply  as  required. 

Residential  Nurseries. 

Home  for  Expectant  Mothers. 


Hume  for  Nursing  Mothers. 

Home  for  training  of  Mothers. 

Rest  Home  for  Children. 

Investigate  cases  for  admission  and  submit  reports  to 
Central  Office. 

Daily  Guardians. 

Sitters  In. 

Creches. 

If  provision  should  be  made  for  these  services  the 
Divisional  Office  will  be  responsible  subject  to  approval 
of  policy  by  Central  Office. 

Midwifery  and  Home  Nursing. 

Supply  specified  equipment.  In  conjunction  with  Local 
Nursing  Association  maintain  accommodation  and  trans- 
port of  Nurse. 


Ambulance  or  Sitting  Case  Cars. 

Requisition  when  necessary  from  local  station. 


General. 

Loan  of  Equipment. 

Maintain  divisional  store — issue  on  loan — ensure  return 
— assess  charges — prepare  accounts — receive  monies. 

Health  Education. 

Arrange  propaganda  programmes — publicity,  talks,  films, 
exhibitions  and  literature — co-operation  with  Central 
Office  in  National  programmes  or  touring  exhibitions. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

Compile  area  registers  for  each  service,  card  for  each 
child  in  area — distribute  literature  and  issue  invitations 
at  appropriate  times— arrange  immunising  sessions — 
maintain  record  of  doctors  vaccinating — prepare  state- 
ments of  fees  due  to  Doctors  (monthly) — prepare 
quarterly  returns  for  Central  Office—  obtain  immunis- 
ing materials. 


Health  Centres  and  Clinics. 

Supervise — maintain  equipment  and  supplies,  heating, 
lighting,  cleaning — engage  caretakers  or  cleaners  subject 
to  approval  of  Local  Health  authority,  arrange  sessions 
with  co-operation  of  Central  Office. 

Cleansing  Centres. 

Maintenance,  supplies,  heating,  lighting,  cleaning — 
arrange  attendance  and  cleansing. 

Problem  Families. 

Arrange  supervision. 

Medical  Welfare. 

Arrange  special  visits  to  houses  in  connection  with  any 
matter  relating  to  medical  welfare  of  family. 

Social  Service. 

Special  investigations  and  surveys  in  relation  to  the 
Social  Service  of  the  Local  Health  Authority. 


General  Medical  Information. 

Gloucestershire  County  Council. 
Central  Area. 

Dursley  Rural  District. 


General  Practitioners . 

Adamson,  C.  M.  T.,  j 

a [ Berkeley  House,  Wotton-under-Edge. 

Dawes,  W.  A.,  j 7 

Falconer,  W.,  The  Westgate,  Dursley. 

Fayle,  B.  W.  D.,  Galen  House,  Dursley. 

Fraser,  D.,  Stanthill,  Dursley. 

Huins,  J.,  Raglan  House,  LTley,  Dursley. 

Maughan,  W.  V., 

Williams,  Probyn  R., 


.The  Chipping  House,  Wotton-under- 
Edge. 


Health  Visitors — Full  Time. 

Tremaine,  Mrs.  R.,  Inglewood,  They  Road,  Dursley. 

Cousins,  Miss  E.,  The  Ridings,  Rushmire,  Wotton-under- 
Edge. 

Furness,  Miss  H.,  c/o  Mrs.  Griffin,  Lynwood,  Ashmead 
Green,  Cam,  Glos. 
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District  Nurses — Part  time  Health  Visiting. 

Tinney,  Nurse  H.,  Woodview,  Charheld,  Woton-under-Edge. 
Warner,  Nurse  E.,  The  Woodlands,  North  Nibley,  Dursley. 
Bateman,  Nurse,  c/o  Mrs.  Pain,  Kilcraven,  Cambridge. 

District  Nurses  ( with  no  Health  Visiting). 

Greentham,  Sister  E.,  Ashcroft,  Cam. 

Cornock,  Nurse  M.,  Leyland,  The  Knapp,  Dursley. 

Lane,  Nurse  F.,  Wickwar  Road,  Kingswood,  Wotton-under- 
Edge. 

Bradford,  Nurse  G.  A.,  Myrtle  Cottage,  Rosemary  Terrace, 
Wotton-under-Edge. 

Child  Welfare  Centres. 

Cam — 2nd  and  4th  Tuesdays. 

Dursley — 1st  and  3rd  Tuesdays. 

Uley- — 1st  and  3rd  Wednesdays. 

Wotton-under-Edge — 2nd  and  4th  Tuesdays. 


Clinics. 

Tuberculosis. 

Woodmancote  Road,  Dursley — 2nd  and  4th  Tuesdays. 
Orthopaedic. 

Woodmancote  Road,  Dursley— Wednesdays,  p.m. 

Sym  Lane,  Wotton-under-Edge — Tursdays,  a.m. 


Minor  Ailments. 

Woodmancote  Road,  Dursley — Mondays,  p.m. 

Symn  Lane,  Wotton-under-Edge— Fridays,  a.m. 

14. — University  Settlement  Rest  Home,  Kingswood,  Wotton- 
under-Edge. 

This  Rest  Home,  run  by  the  University  Settlement  at  Bristol, 
is  carrying  on  a good  job  of  work  in  this  area.  Approximately 
400  visitors  (mothers  and  children)  come  to  the  Rest  Home  each 
year.  Most  of  them  stay  for  two  weeks  but  in  special  cases  it 
can  be  arranged  for  them  to  stay  for  a longer  period. 

The  Rest  Home  is  designed  to  meet  the  need  for  a place 
where  mothers  and  children  can  recuperate  in  the  country,  but 
is  not  intended  to  be  a convalescent  or  nursing  home.  There 
appears  to  be  very  few  Homes  to  which  mothers  can  take  babies 
and'  small  children,  while  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  of  course 
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impossible  for  many  housewives  to  go  away  without  the  children. 
They  tend  on  the  whole  to  get  a large  percentage  of  mothers 
with  more  than  one  small  child,  and  sometimes  are  asked  to  take 
as  many  as  four  or  five  children  with  one  mother.  In  no  case 
do  they  take  unaccompanied  children. 

The  Rest  Home  is  staffed  by  a resident  Matron,  general 
helper  and  nursery  helper,  with  a daily  non-resident  cleaner.  All 
the  administrative  work  and  correspondence  about  admission 
payment,  etc.,  is  undertaken  from  the  Settlement  in  Bristol. 

Up  until  recently,  the  costs  were  partly  met  from  the  balance 
of  grants  received  during  the  war.  The  mothers  or  the  Agencies 
sending  them,  meeting  on  an  average  about  half  the  running 
costs.  Now  that  the  war-time  grants  are  exhausted,  they  have 
raised  the  fees  so  that  the  Home  may  be  more  nearly  self-support- 
ing. 

In  many  cases  the  Settlement  Case  Worker  in  Bristol  has 
to  help  the  mothers  lo  meet  part  of  the  cost  by  applying  to  suit- 
able Agencies.  In  the  case  of  mothers  with  children  under  live 
years  of  age,  both  the  L.C.C.  and  the  Bristol  Authority  are  willing 
to  assist  under  the  provisions  of  die  Health  Act. 

I think  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  Home  does  meet  a very 
real  need. 

Numbers  are  small  enough  for  a homely  non-institutional 
atmosphere  to  be  maintained  and  this  is  very  beneficial  to 
convalescent  mothers  from  the  large  cities. 

115. — British  Red  Cross  Physiotherapy  Clinic  at  Dursley. 

This  new  clinic  was  opened  on  August  16th,  1948,  at 
premises  in  Long  Street,  Dursley.  Mr.  J.  K.  Munro  was 
appointed  as  Physiotherapist  in  charge  of  the  centre  by  the 
Management  Committee  and  during  his  first  year  of  office  the 
Clinic  has  been  of  great  benefit  to  the  local  populace.  The  pro- 
gress made  has  been  in  no  small  manner  due  to  the  enthusiasm 
and  hard  work  put  in  by  Mr.  Munro. 

The  opening  of  this  Centre  has  considerably  relieved  the 
Physiotherapy  Department  in  the  local  hospitals  and  local 
patients  are  attending  for  necessary  treatment  which  could  not 
be  administered  otherwise  owing  to  the  difficulties  of  travel 
between  Dursley,  Gloucester  and  Bristol. 

The  Management  Committee  of  the  Clinic  have  been  trying 
as  time  goes  on  to  add  to  and  improve  on  the  Apparatus  available 
when  the  Centre  was  opened.  In  this  respect  two  6 Metre  S.W. 
Units  have  been  obtained  and  are  in  daily  use,  two  Paraffin  Wax 
Baths  and  a Clinic  Switch  table  for  carrying  out  Galvanism, 


20 


Faradism,  Sinusoidal  and  combinations  of  these  three  forms  of 
Medical  Electricity. 

The  Clinic  is  also  equipped  to  carry  out  Ultra  Violet  and 
Infra-Red  and  they  have  as  much  gymnasia  equipment  as  limited 
space  will  allow. 

The  range  of  work  carried  out  in  the  Clinic  has  been  fairly 
extensive,  about  1 /6th  of  the  total  being  Fracture  cases,  4/6ths 
comprising  Rheumatoid  Arthritis,  Osteoarthritis  and  allied  con- 
ditions, the  remaining  6th  being  made  up  of  cases  varying  from 
Osteomyelitis  to  Sinusitis. 

In  the  nine  months  that  the  Clinic  has  been  in  operation  they 
have  registered  some  5,500  attendances  and  given  in  the  region 
of  10,000  treatments.  The  Clinic  runs  three  sessions  per  day, 
five  days  a week,  the  morning  being  3J  hours  and  afternoon  and 
evening  three  hours  each. 

Some  idea  of  the  way  in  which  the  work  has  increased  will 
be  gained  from  quoting  the  number  of  patient  attendances  and 
treatments. 

For  week  August  16th  to  20th,  1048  as  against  the  week  May 
16th  to  the  20th,  1949. 

Week  ending.  Patients.  Attendances.  Treatments. 
August  20th,  1948  11  35  68 

May  20th,  1949  94  199  346 

During  the  greater  part  of  the  past  nine  months  the  Clinic 
has  been  operating  with  one  fully  qualified  Physiotherapist  and 
one  assistant  who  is  being  trained  to  carry  out  certain  duties. 
For  approximately  two  months  they  had  the  services  of  a second 
fully  qualified  Physiotherapist  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  be 
possible  to  add  to  the  staff  very  shortly. 

Some  assistance  has  also  been  given  by  the  local  Red  Cross 
Voluntary  Aid  Detachment. 

Patients  have  been  recommended  for  treatments  to  the  Clinic 
from  a number  of  different  centres  such  as  Gloucester  Royal 
Infirmary,  Bristol  Royal,  Berkeley,  Bath  United,  and  Winford 
Hospitals,  but  much  of  the  success  of  the  work  done  here  must 
be  attributed  to  the  interest  and  close  co-operation  of  the  local 
practitioners. 

Apart  from  the  work  of  the  Clinic  the  Red  Cross  Centre 
runs  a Medical  Loan  Service  and  the  food  parcels  for  invalids 
are  distributed  from  the  Centre.  The  Medical  Loan  Service 
covers  such  things  as  Invalid  Chairs,  Air  Beds,  Air  Rings,  Bed 
Pans,  etc.  Some  of  the  Members  and  Associates  have  been  tak- 
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ing  classes  in  Plastic  work,  such  as  Handbags,  Purses  and  so  on, 
and  they  hope  to  extend  this  to  further  handicrafts.  This  has 
been  done  with  a view  to  Members  and  Associates  being  enabled 
to  give  some  help  to  people  in  the  locality  who  may  be  bedridden 
or  confined  to  the  house  for  long  periods,  by  passing  on  their 
knowledge  of  this  work  and  giving  such  people  something  to  in- 
terest and  occupy  them. 


Part  II. 


REPORT  OF  THE  ENGINEER,  SURVEYOR,  AND  CHIEF 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Sir,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  report  for  the  Year  1948 
as  follows  : — 

1. — Housing. 

The  housing  situation  is  still  serious. 

The  housing  application  table  shows  that  a total  of  856  have 
applied  for  Council  Houses  and  more  houses  are  urgently  needed. 

From  (the  table  below  it  can  be  seen  that  the  number  of 
houses  completed  in  1948  was  a considerable  increase  over  those 
erected  in  1947,  and  the  number  of  houses  in  progress  of  build- 
ing was  60.  These  houses  still  only  partially  relieve  the  large 
amount  of  unfit  houses  and  statutory  overcrowding  in  the  district. 


Housing  Applications. 


Cam,  Dursley,  and  Stinchcombe 

. . . 

o~i 

Cn> 

oc 

Wotton-under-Edge 

129 

Uley  and  Owlpen 

31 

Kingswood 

70 

Slimbridge 

44 

Nympsfield 

11 

North  Nibley 

8 

Coaley 

25 

Total  856 
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Number  of  Council  Houses  Completed  in  1948. 

(a)  Houses  completed  under  the  Council’s  Engineer  and 
Surveyor : — 


Parish. 

Cam 

Cam 

Woodfield,  Cam 
Wotton-under-Edge 

Total 


9 Traditional — Direct  Labour 
10  Traditional — Contract 
71  Aluminium  Airev  Bungalows 
4 Swedish 

94 


(b)  Houses  completed  under  Consultant  Architect  : — 


Parish 

Coaley 

8 Airev 

Kingswood 

10  „ 

North  Nibley 

...  12  „ 

Wotton-under-Edge  W/E 

12  „ 

Dursley 

27  Stent  Hous 

Wotton-under-Edge  M/P 

35  Traditional 

Total  104 

Total  Houses — Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor  ...  94 

Total  Houses — Consultant  Architect  ...  ...  104 

Total  198 

Number  of  Counil  Houses  in  process  of  RuildinCx  1948. 
Parish 

Dursley  ...  ...  ...  39  Stent  Houses 

Wotton-under-Edge  M/P  ...  ...  13  Traditional 

Slimbridge  ...  ...  ...  8 Airey 

Total  60 

Number  of  Council  Houses  completed  in  1947  ...  19 

Number  of  Council  Houses  in  process  of  building,  1947  171 
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Number  of  Council  Houses  completed  since  the  War. 

Temporary  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Permanent  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  269 

Licenced  Private  Enterprise  ...  ...  ...  12 


Total  321 

Families  Accommodated  as  a result  of  conversion  or 

adaptation  of  old  properties  ...  ...  41 


Roads  and  Sewers. 

Roads  and  sewers  were  completed  at  the  Woodfield  Site  for 
approximately  100  houses  and  at  North  Nibley  for  12  houses. 

Carriageway  and  sewers  were  completed  at  Kingswood  for 
10  houses  and  Disposal  Works  for  26  houses. 


Painting  and  Repairs. 

External  painting  has  been  carried  out  to  the  following 
Council  Houses  : — 

Highfields,  Dursley  ...  ...  ...  ...  120 

Wotton-under-Edge  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

Kingswood  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Uley  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

In  addition,  the  two  Pumping  Stations  at  Dursley,  Caswell 
and  the  Old  Pumping  Station;  the  Wotton  Pumping  Station  ; and 
Millend  have  been  painted  externally  and  internally. 

Numerous  repairs  have  been  executed  to  the  Council’s 
property  and  Requisitioned  premises  by  direct  labour  and  contract. 

Building  Licences. 

246  applications  were  received  and  investigated,  231  Licences 
were  issued  to  a total  value  of  £40,512  2s.  7d.,  12  Licences  for 
new  dwellings  were  included  in  this  figure. 

Inspection,  management,  and  repair  of  Council  Houses  in 
general  is  not  satisfactory  as  there  are  many  repairs  still  out- 
standing. 

Difficulty  has  also  been  experienced  in  maintaining  the  nor- 
mal routine  visits  to  private  buildings  in  the  District. 
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2. — Water  Supply. 

The  Council  have  their  own  water  supply  and  98%  of  its 
statutory  area  is  supplied  from  the  mains. 

The  parishes  of  Dursley,  Cam,  Slimbridge  and  Stinchcombe 
are  supplied  from  two  sources  : — 

(1)  Caswell,  Dursley,  from  springs  issuing  from  the  marl- 
stone.  The  character  of  the  water  is  33.5°  hardness. 

(2)  Millend,  North  Nibley,  from  springs  issuing  from  the 
marlstone.  The  character  of  the  water  is  28.5°  hardness. 

There  are  two  pumping  stations,  one  at  Caswell  and  one  at 
Millend,  and  in  both  cases  the  water  is  pumped  by  electrically 
driven  motors  to  a 90,000  gallon  high  level  reservoir  situated  at 


Whiteway,  Dursley. 

The  High  Level  Main  from  Woodfield  Reservoir  to  Sand- 
pit’s Reservoir  has  been  completed  and  has  proved  of  great  value 
in  overcoming  the  difficulty  of  supplying  higher  levels  of  Dursley 
during  peak  periods  of  drought.  An  adequate  supply  is  now 
available  to  the  Town  during  all  hours  of  the  day. 

I tley. 

ITley  derives  its  supply  from  Caswell.  The  water  is  boosted 
by  hydrostats  situated  at  Caswell  Pumping  Station  to  a 20,000 
gallon  reservoir  at  Whitecourt,  Idey.  These  hydrostats  are 
capable  of  delivering  just  over  1,000  gallons  per  hour.  During 
the  drier  parts  of  the  season,  LTley  is  averaging  25,000  gallons 
per  day  so  that  it  will  be  necessary  when  future  development 
takes  place  on  any  appreciable  scale  to  provide  for  a larger 
storage,  as  the  present  storage  is  not  sufficient  for  one  day’s 
supply. 


North  Ntbley. 

This  parish  is  supplied  from  Millend  Springs  and  is  pumped 
by  elecrically  driven  pumps  to  a 20,000  gallon  reservoir  situated 
in  North  Nibley.  The  quantity  is  satisfactory. 

Wotton-under-Edge  and  Kingswood. 

Th  ese  parishes  are  supplied  from  three  sources  : — 

(1)  Springs  situated  at  Hamblin’s  P>rake  issuing  from  the 
Fullers  Earth. 
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(2)  Springs  at  Frogend,  and 

(3)  Springs  at  Tyley  Bottom  issuing  from  Cotswold  Sands. 

The  character  of  the  water  is  30.5°  total  hardness. 

Hamblin’s  Brake  supply  is  delivered  to  a reservoir  by 
gravitation ; the  other  two  sources  are  pumped  by  elecrically 
driven  motors  and  pumps  to  a 100,000  gallon  reservoir  situtated 
at  Coombe,  Wotton-under-Edge. 

Hamblin’s  Brake  supply  cannot  be  considered  satisfactory 
both  for  a purity  and  quantity  point  of  view.  The  yield 
fluctuates  very  rapidly  according  to  the  rainfall,  and  during 
periods  of  dry  season  drops  as  low  as  6,000  gallons  per  day.  It 
must  again  he  emphasized  that  owing  to  the  gradual  installation 
of  modern  sanitary  conveniences  to  existing  premises  and  develop- 
ment in  Wotton-under-Edge  in  recent  years,  difficulty  is  still  ex- 
perienced in  providing  an  adequate  supply  to  the  Town  during 
the  dry  season,  when  the  yield  from  the  springs  fall  away.  It 
will  be  necessary  in  the  near  future  to  obtain  an  additional  source 
of  supply. 


Frogend  Springs. 

Samples  have  occasionally  proved  unsatisfactory  and  as  a 
result  the  Council  engaged  Mr.  L.  Richardson,  F.R.C.S.,  Con- 
sultant Geologist,  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  the  couse  of  pollution. 
His  opinion  was  that  pollution  took  place  because  of  heavy 
manuring  of  the  arable  land.  The  Council  have  taken  steps  to 
rectify  this  matter  and  have  obtained  an  undertaking  from  the 
Landowner  to  lay  the  land  down  to  pasture  and  not  manure  it.. 

Tyley  Bottom  Springs. 

This  supply  is  satisfactory. 

Nympsfield. 

This  parish  is  supplied  from  springs  situated  at  Caswell  and 
an  electrically  driven  pump  delivers  the  water  to  an  8,000  gallon 
reservoir  near  the  top  of  Frocester  Hill. 

COALEY. 

The  source  of  the  supply  is  from  three  springs  at  Spring 
Tvnning  near  the  foot  of  Coaley.  The  character  of  the  water  is 
28°  total  hardness.  The  springs  issue  from  beds  of  limestone. 
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The  water  is  collected  and  gravitates  to  a service  tank  of 
5,000  gallons  capacity.  This  service  tank  maintains  a gravity 
supply  to  the  village. 

The  supply  main  through  the  village  is  in  a very  poor  con- 
dition and  numerous  leaks  have  occurred  throughout  the  year. 
The  portion  from  the  Church  to  the  Coaley  Hammer  Mills  is 
only  2"  in  diameter.  It  will  be  necessary  in  the  near  future  to 
take  up  the  entire  main  and  relay  throughout  the  village. 

Coaley  Springs. 

The  water  is  collected  from  three  springs  and  in  some 
instances  has  proved  unsatisfactory.  Mr.  Ward  Whitheld,  Con- 
sulting1 Water  Engineer,  was  consulted  in  the  matter  and  his 
opinion  was  that  the  main  factor  causing  pollution  was  the 
shallowness  of  the  Springs. 

It  is  the  Council’s  intention,  when  conditions  permit,  to 
dispose  with  these  springs  and  extend  the  water  service  from 
Dursley  . 


Parish 

Estimated 

No.  of  Properties 

■ No.  of  Properties 

Population 

in  Parish 

connected 

with  a piped 

water 

supply 

Meter 

Domestic 

Cam 

3238 

1036 

36 

900 

Coaley 

634 

203 

— 

129 

Dursley 

4775 

1528 

37 

1512 

Kingswood 

988 

316 

11 

272 

North  Nihley 

803 

257 

26 

129 

Nympsfield 

265 

72 

6 

56 

Slimbridge 

821 

262 

24 

165 

Stinchcombe 

397 

127 

17 

84 

Uley  and  Owlpen 

1075 

344 

Uley  8 

250 

Owlpen  Nil 

Nil 

Wotton-under-Edge  3606 

1154 

24 

1076 

16,502  5,299 
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Connections  to  Water  Mains. 


During  1948  the  foil 
Council’s  water  mains  : — 

owing  connections 

were  made 

to  the 

Parish 

No  of  houses 

Total 

connected 

Dursley 

8 

8 

Cam 

108  and  2 

meters 

no 

Coaley 

8 

8 

Slimbridge 

3 

3 

Stinchcombe 

2 and  1 

meter 

3 

North  Nibley 

18 

18 

Wotton-under-Edge 

57 

57 

Kingswood 

7 

7 

Uley 

Nil 

Nil 

Nympsfield 

Nil 

Nil 

214 

During  1948  water  mains  were  laid  to  the  following  housing 
sites  : — 

Innocks  Site,  North  Nibley. 

Mount  Pleasant,  Wotton-under-Edge. 

Chestnut  Park,  Kingswood. 

Woodfields,  Dursley. 

The  total  length  being  approximately  1,970  yds.,  at  a cost 
of  £3,216. 


General. 

All  supplies  are  chlorinated  before  reaching  the  consumer. 

The  consideration  of  a comprehensive  water  supply  is  in 
the  hands  of  Consultants  and  the  Council  are  awaiting  their 
report. 
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Water  Samples  taken  during  the  Year,  1948.  Results  of  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examinations. 
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3. — Factories  Act,  1937  and  1948 


1. — Inspections  lor  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Number  on 
Register 

Number  of 

PREMISES 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3 4,  & 6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

25 

8 

3 

(2)  Factories  not  included 
in  (1)  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

67 

19 

Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’ 
premises) 

8 

8 

1 

Total 

100 

35 

4 

— 

2. — Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 


PARTICULARS 

Found 

No.  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Prosecutions 

Remedied 

Referred 

( 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  Tern- 

perature 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventil- 

ation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  Drainage 

of  Floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

SanitaryConveniences : 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Offences 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Outwork  Sections  110  and  111 


Nature  of  Work 

Wearing  Apparel — Making,  etc.  Number  of  out-workers  in 

August  list  required  by 
Section  110  = 90 


4. — Summary  of  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Visits  and  Notices 
served  during  the  Year. 

General  Sanitation. 

No.  of  Inspections 
or  visits 

Water  Supplies  ...  ...  ...  27 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  153 

Stables  and  Pig  Sties  ...  ...  4 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ...  ...  6 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Outworkers  ...  ...  ...  1 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  28 

Theatres  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Refuse  Collection  ...  ...  ...  63 

Refuse  Disposal  ...  ...  ...  146 

Rats  and  Mice  ...  ...  ...  13 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  ...  ...  103 

Housing. 

Under  Public  Health  Act  ...  ...  132 

Under  Housing  Act  ...  ...  ...  12 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  44 

Verminous  Premises  ...  ...  3 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits  ...  ...  39 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings  ...  ...  1 

Building  Licensing  ...  ...  ...  149 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Inquiries  in  case  of  I.D.  ...  ...  32 

Re  Disinfection  ...  ...  ...  31 

Food  Premises. 

Visits  to  Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  3 

Visits  to  Shops  and  Stalls  ...  ...  6 

Butchers’  Shops  ...  ...  ...  21 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  ...  ...  17 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 
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Food  Premises  ( continued ). 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  5 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  8 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  14 

Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  186 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  33 

Food  Preparation  Rooms  ...  ...  6 

Restaurants  ...  ...  ...  5 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  4 

Meat  Inspection  ...  ...  ...  19 

Other  Foods  ...  ...  ...  36 

Visits  in  connection  with  Sampling. 

Milk  samples  (Brucella  Abortus)  ...  1 

Milk  samples  (Tuberculosis)  ...  ...  1 

Milk  samples  (Bacteriological)  ...  51 

Ice  Cream  samples  ...  ...  ...  2 


Total  1,676 

Sanitary  Inspections  of  the  District. 

Inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  1613 

Informal  Notices  served  ...  ...  59 

Statutory  Notices  issued  ...  ...  Nil 

Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  30 

Summonses  issued  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Convictions  obtained  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

f>. — Condemned  Food-Stnffs. 

During  the  year  the  following  food  was  voluntarily 
surrendered  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  : — 

Tinned  Foods  ...  ...  ...  582  lbs. 

Other  Foodstuffs  ...  ...  42  lbs. 

Meat  and  Meat  Products  ...  ...  2664  lbs. 

Wet  Fish  ...  ...  ...  184  lbs. 

Duck  Eggs  ...  ...  ...  6J  doz. 

In  the  case  of  Meat,  2464  lbs.  of  Imported  Beef  were  affected 
by  bone  taint. 

3 2 


6.— Milk  Samples. 

During  the  year,  51  milk  samples  were  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination,  and  14  were  unsatisfactory. 


Milk  Suppliers  and  Farms 


PARISH 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

Accredited 

Total 

Cam 

3 

7 

10 

Coaley 

5 

4 

9 

Dursley 

2 

1 

3 

Kingswood 

3 

5 

8 

North  Nibley 

7 

4 

11 

Nympsfield 

1 

— 

1 

Slimbridge 

3 

6 

9 

Stinchcombe 

2 

2 

4 

Uley  and  Owlpen 

3 

3 

6 

Wotton-under-Edge 

6 

0 

6 

Totals 

35 

32 

67 

Total  Number  of  Cowkeepers  in  District  ...  192 

No.  of  Farms  registered  as  Tuberculin  Tested  ...  35 

No.  of  Farms  registered  as  Accredited  ...  32 

Percentage  of  farms  in  district  producing  T.T. 

Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  18.3 

Percentage  of  farms  producing  Designated  Milk  35.6 

Number  of  Cowkeepers  in  District. 

Cam  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Coaley  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Dursley  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Kingswood  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

North  Nibley  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Nympsfield  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Slimbridge  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Stinchcombe  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Uley  and  Owlpen  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Wotton-under-Edge  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 


192 
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7. — Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Cam  and  Dursley. 

Practically  the  whole  of  these  two  parishes  is  sewered  by  a 
dual  system  of  sewers.  The  sewage  is  treated  at  the  Outfall 
Works  situated  near  Halmore  Mills,  Coaley. 

The  works  are  fairly  modern  comprising  screen  chamber, 
settlement  tanks,  storm  water  tanks,  filters,  and  sludge  drying 
beds.  Due  to  many  new  connections  made  in  recent  years  and 
to  the  fact  that  it  has  not  been  possible  to  carry  out  any 
alterations,  the  works  are  seriously  overloaded. 

The  Parishes  of  Coaley,  Uley,  Kingswood,  Slimbridge, 
Stinchcombe,  North  Nibley,  and  Nypsfield  have  no  proper  sewers 
or  sewerage  system. 

Wotton-under-Edge. 

This  is  sewered  on  the  combined  system,  and  the  sewage  is 
treated  at  a fairly  modern  outfall  works,  comprising  settlement 
chambers,  filters,  storm  water  tanks  and  sludge  drying  beds. 
General. 

The  Consultant  Engineers  have  submitted  to  the  Council 
a comprehensive  scheme  to  sewer  the  parishes  of  Uley  and 
Coaley  and  also  to  enlarge  the  Dursley  Sewage  Works  situated 
at  Coaley.  The  plans  of  this  scheme  have  been  submitted  to  the 
Ministry  for  approval,  and  consent  to  hold  a Public  Enquiry  is 
awaited. 

S. — Public  Cleansing. 

Refuse  and  Salvage. 

A complete  survey  of  the  Refuse  and  Salvage  collections 
throughout  the  whole  district  was  made  during  the  year  and  from 
the  data  gained  the  whole  system  of  direct  labour  collection  was 
re-organised.  Salvage  previously  collected  monthly,  at  irregular 
periods,  was  also  re-organised.  In  order  that  salvage  and  refuse 
could  be  collected  at  the  same  time  a trailer  was  purchased  by 
the  Council. 

Collections  from  Coaley,  Nympsfield,  Slimbridge,  Uley  and 
Owlpen,  which  previously  were  collected  monthly  are  now 
collected  fortnightly. 

Wotton-under-Edge,  Kingswood,  and  North  Nibley  refuse 
is  collected  by  Contractor. 
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There  has  been  a marked  improvement  in  the  general 
collection  and  disposal  of  Refuse  and  Salvage. 

The  collection  of  the  refuse  is  carried  out  with  one  7 cu.  yd. 
Bantam  Carrier. 

Refuse  is  taken  to  Slimbridge  Tip,  except  in  the  case  of 
Wotton,  Kingswood  and  North  Nibley  parishes,  and  tipping  is 
carried  out  under  controlled  conditions.  The  tip  can  be  said  to 
be  reasonably  well  caintained  and  infestation  is  kept  under  con- 
trol by  the  use  of  Gammexane  powder. 

North  Nibley,  Wotton-under-Edge,  and  Kingswood  refuse 
is  taken  to  a tip  near  the  Old  Brickyard  at  Wotton-under-Edge. 
This  tip  is  in  a very  unsatisfactory  state  and  steps  are  being  taken 
to  improve  it. 

Salvage  from  trade  premises,  which  previously  had  been 
collected  irregularly,  is  now  collected  weekly  by  the  Council’s  30 
cwt.  Bedford  Lorry,  and  salvage  from  Wotton-under-Edge, 
Kingswood  and  North  Nibley  is  also  collected  weekly  by  the 
Council’s  lorry.  This  30  cwt.  Bedford  Lorry  was  replaced  during 
the  year  by  a new  one. 

Salvage  is  conveyed  to  the  Slimbridge  Tip,  on  which  has 
been  built  a large  shed,  where  it  is  baled  and  sold  to  Waste  Paper 
Merchants  at  Bristol.  Metal  and  rags,  which  are  also  conveyed 
to  Slimbridge  Tip  are  sold  to  merchants  in  Gloucester. 

The  staff  consists  of  one  Driver/Loader,  three  Loaders,  one 
Tip  Attendant,  and  two  Balers. 

The  gross  cost  of  Refuse  and  Salvage  during  the  year 
amounted  to  £3,247,  and  Salvage  to  the  value  of  £565  was  dis- 
posed of. 

9. — Public  Conveniences. 

There  exists  at  the  present  four  Public  Conveniences,  two 
at  Dursley  and  two  at  Wotton-under-Edge. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Sir,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  J.  DIMERY, 

Engineer  and  Surveyor  and 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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